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Offense to regroup after disappointing second half 



Sean Frye 
staff writer 

Coming off its first loss of 
the season, a game where it 
failed to score in the second 
half, the K-State offense is 
looking to rebound against the 
No. 3 Oklahoma State Cow- 
boys this weekend in Stillwater, 
Okla. 

Last week, the Wildcats 
took a 17-14 lead over the 
Oklahoma Sooners midway 
through the second quarter 
off a two -yard touchdown run 
from quarterback Collin Klein. 
The score set the crowd at Bill 
Snyder Family Stadium into 
pandemonium and it appeared 
that K-State had all of the mo- 
mentum. 

They never scored again in 
the game. 

"It was very frustrating, but 
at the same time, there were 
a lot of us that did not do our 
jobs," said wide receiver Tyler 
Lockett after the game. "We 
just have to be focused for next 
week." 

Next week has now ar- 
rived, and the Wildcats' of- 
fense is looking to gear up for 
a rebound performance against 
the Cowboys, whose defensive 
unit is far less talented than the 
Sooners' according to the num- 
bers. 

"I think what our team has 
to prove is what we expect of 
our team - to get better week in 
and week out and that did not 
happen last week," said head 
coach Bill Snyder. "We have to 
prove to ourselves that we are 
able to do that. That is what we 
are working on right now." 

The Wildcats will have an 
opportunity to show their stuff 
on Saturday against the Cow- 
boys, who are ranked 111th in 
total defense. One added bene- 
fit the Wildcats will look to take 
advantage of is the fact that, 
contrary to the Sooners, the 
Cowboys' weakness on defense 
is their run defense, which 
allows 185.5 rushing yards 
per game. That ranks 84th in 
the country amongst Football 
Bowl Subdivision teams. 

"That is always our game 
plan," said center B.J. Finney 
about the offense's plan to run 
the ball. "The Oklahoma State 
defense is a good defense, and 
they are a really good football 
team, so we are going to have 
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K-State junior receiver Chris Harper attempts to catch a touchdown pass in the corner of the end zone during Saturday's 
58-1 7 defeat to the Oklahoma Sooners. The Wildcats did not score the entire second half. 



to come out and stick to what 
we do in order for us to win this 
game." 

One key factor that will play 
a major role in the game is pos- 
session time. With Brandon 
Weeden and Justin Blackmon 
putting up gaudy numbers this 
season, the Wildcats will look 
to do the best thing they pos- 
sibly can to contain them, and 
this is to keep them off the field 
entirely as long as they can. 

"Time of possession is great 
to accomplish what you are 
trying to accomplish," Snyder 



said. "You have to get the ball 
in the end zone. If you can hold 
on to it for a year and a half and 
not put points on the board, 
it is of no real value to you. 
You are playing against teams 
that score so quickly. They get 
a point a minute, so to speak. 
You are going to have posses- 
sion time, whether you like it 
or not, you are probably going 
to have possession time against 
teams that move and score so 
quickly and are efficient with 
what they do." 

While the schematics of the 



game are certainly important, 
one of the main goals of the of- 
fense this week is to simply get 
back on track after last week's 
loss to the Sooners. 

"We are all taking it pretty 
heavily to come back and put 
out a good performance like we 
did not do on Saturday and just 
play well," Finney said. 

As a result of the loss last 
week, many of the critics from 
the preseason that criticized 
the Wildcats came back in full 
force, discussing the weak- 
nesses of K-State and how they 



could fall completely out of the 
polls in a short amount of time. 

However, the Wildcats' of- 
fense refuses to let the critics 
take away from the success 
they have had so far this year. 

"Our confidence has 
stayed the same," Finney said. 
"Nobody expected us to be 7-1 
at this point. We are writing 
our own future and the guys 
are remembering that. We are 
just going to continue to do 
what we do and hopefully it 
pans out for us." 



Breaking 
down the 
Cowboys 



Sean Frye 
staff writer 

There is no rest for the weary this 
week as the No. 14 K-State Wildcats, 
who are coming off of a 58-17 drub- 
bing at the hands of the Oklahoma 
Sooners, face the No. 3 Oklahoma 
State Cowboys in Stillwater, Okla., 
this Saturday. 

Standing at 8-0 overall and 5-0 
in the Big 12 Conference, the Cow- 
boys are one of just six teams left in 
the Football Bowl Subdivision with 
an undefeated record. That list also 
contains LSU, Alabama, Stanford, 
Boise State and Houston. So far 
this year, the Cowboys are outscor- 
ing their opponents 399-212, and 
that includes three games where the 
Cowboys have won by 30 or more 
points. 

The Wildcats will be the second- 
highest ranked team the Cowboys 
have faced, following the 1 -point 
victory they earned over then-No. 8 
Texas A&M on Sept. 24. 

The storyline of the year for the 
Cowboys has been their offense, 
which in many ways is a mirror 
image of the Sooners. Similar to the 
Landry Jones-Ryan Broyles connec- 
tion the Wildcats faced last week, 
the Cowboys' quarterback Brandon 
Weeden and receiver Justin Black- 
mon have been in sync all season 
and will be the primary threat for 
the Wildcats. 

Weeden, who is 28 years old and 
was once drafted by the New York 
Yankees, has passed 2,710 yards and 
22 touchdowns with just seven inter- 
ceptions so far this season, three of 
those coming in the first week of the 
season against Louisiana-Lafayette. 

"He is very poised," said head 
coach Bill Snyder. "He has a great 
deal of experience and has been 
through it. A very cool, calm and 
collected quarterback. He throws 
a great ball and he has great confi- 
dence, and they work together ex- 
tremely well." 

His favorite target, Blackmon, has 
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Wildcats look to improve as they 
take on explosive Cowboy offense 




Logan M.Jones | Collegian 

K-State defensive back, Tysyn Hartman, fights for a tackle while getting Oklahoma wide receiver, Kenny Stills^ 
hands in his facemask. Hartman and the rest of the K-State defense has the daunting task of trying to slow down 
Oklahoma State's high powered offense this Saturday in Stillwater. 



Corbin McGuire 
staff writer 



K-State has used the phrase "sawing 
wood" many times throughout the 
season to describe its style of play on 
the field, but the Wildcats could not 
have cut through a piece of plywood 
in their demoralizing loss to Okla- 
homa last Saturday. The Wildcats lost 
their first game of the season 58-17, in 
a game where neither side of ball was 
very sharp. 

The Wildcats' defense gave up its 
season-highs in total yards, 690, pass- 
ing yards, 520, and points. The Sooners 
put up these numbers despite having 
more turnovers and penalties and less 
possession time than the Wildcats. 

The defense did not record one sack 
against the Sooners, something head 
coach Bill Snyder said he was not sur- 



prised by. 

"You cannot really compare when 
they only give up three sacks the en- 
tirety of the season," Snyder said. 

The adrenaline was running high 
before kickoff as the two teams had a 
confrontation on the field that fired up 
the players and fans alike. The Soon- 
ers took advantage of the intensity and 
drove 80 yards to score on the first 
possession of the game. 

The Sooners, after forcing the Wild- 
cats to punt, nearly repeated their first 
drive as they went 77 yards in less than 
three minutes to make the score 14-0. 

The Wildcat offense eventually suc- 
ceeded against the Sooner defense by 
scoring 17 unanswered points, giving 
the defense the rest it desperately 
needed. The Sooners, however, got 
right back on track on their next drive 
that ended with an 18-yard touch- 
down pass from Landry Jones to Jaz 



Reynolds. 

A missed field goal by Anthony 
Cantele and a costly fumble by the 
Wildcats were all the Sooners needed 
to secure the momentum going into 
the second half. The Sooners capital- 
ized on the turnover and kicked a field 
goal as the first half ended, extending 
their lead to 23-17. 

The second half went badly for the 
Wildcats. The Sooners scored on their 
first five possessions of the second half 
to eventually make the final score 58- 
17. 

The defense's minor highlight was 
Nigel Malone's two interceptions, 
which gives him the second-most in- 
terceptions in the Football Champion- 
ship Subdivision this season. 

The Wildcats' schedule will not ease 
up anytime soon, as the team travels to 
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BY THE NUMBERS 

Key numbers to think of 
during Saturday's game 



-the rank of the Oklahoma State of- 
fense when it comes to scoring points 

The Cowboys are averaging 49.9 
points per game on the season, 
and have shown an ability to score 
in any way possible on offense. 
Quarterback Brandon Weeden has 
thrown 22 touchdowns on the 
season and running back Joseph 
Randle has rushed for 16 touch- 
downs himself. The Wildcats will 
be challenged as the Cowboys are 
more versatile on offense. K-State 
will not be able to completely shut 
down the Cowboy offense; they are 
just too good to do that. Instead, 
the Wildcats must eliminate the big 
play and force the Cowboys to move 
the ball down the field and earn 
their points. 



6 



- the amount of interceptions for Nigel 
Malone, which ranks second in the 
country 

Malone has been a pleasant 
surprise and a great complementary 
cornerbackto David Garrett. Malone 
picked off Oklahoma quarterback 
Landry Jones twice in the first half. 
On Saturday, Malone will be locked 
up against Ail-American candidate 
Justin Blackmon, who is a big receiver 
and great at using his body to catch 
the ball. Malone will be thrown at a 
lot, giving him an opportunity to add 
to his interception numbers. 



16 



-the amount of rushing touchdowns 
for quarterback Collin Klein on the 
season 

Klein currently is tied for third in 
the country with his 16 rushing 
touchdowns. Klein added two more 
in the loss to the Oklahoma Soon- 
ers. Klein has shown all year that it 
does not matter how many hits he 
takes in a game, he is going to get 
back up and continue to do what 
he does the best. Klein is especially 
efficient in the red zone, where he 
is able to use his size to run through 
tacklers and get the extra yard for 
a touchdown. The Cowboys are 
not very good on defense, as they 
rank 1 1 1th in the country in total 
yards given up. They have shown 
the ability to make big plays and 
force turnovers. If the Wildcats are 
able to hang on to the ball and play 
their style of grind-it-out offense, 
then there is an opportunity for the 
Wildcats to have success. 



123 



-the total yards for running back 
Joseph Randle last year against the 
Wildcats 



As Blackmon was out last year, 
Randle stepped up huge in the 
Cowboys' narrow victory over the 
Wildcats. Randle is kind of the forgot- 
ten man in the offense, but he is able 
to make plays, and this offense is 
impossible to stop. As tough as Black- 
mon and Weeden are to stop, the key 
to slowing down the offense is not 
to let Randle get going. He can make 
plays both out of the backfield as well 
as in the passing game. The K-State 
defense must wrap up and tackle him 
when they get the opportunity. 



172 



- the amount of yards that Justin 
Blackmon had receiving against the 
Baylor Bears 

There was a question as to whether 
or not Blackmon would play against 
the Bears as he was injured the week 
before, but he quickly showed that 
there was no lingering effect as he 
went on to have 1 3 catches for a 
season high 172 yards. Blackmon is 
one of the best receivers in America 
and is Weeden's go-to guy if he needs 
a completion. Last year, Blackmon sat 
out the game, as he was suspended 
for the Cowboys 24-14 victory in 
Manhattan. This year, Blackmon will 
look to exploit a Wildcat defense that 
ranks 103rd in the country against 
the run. If the Wildcats are not able 
to get more pressure on Weeden than 
they did on Jones, it could be a long 
night in Stillwater for the Wildcats. 



-Compiled by Mark Kern 
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MATCHING UP 



Monty Thompson 
sports editor 



K-STATE RUSH OFFENSE VS. 
OKLAHOMA STATE RUSH DEFENSE 



K-State is coming off of its first defeat of the 
season, and struggles on offense were only half 
of the problem. Fortunately for the Wildcats, 
the Cowboys don't present near as much of a 
challenge as the Sooners defensively. Oklahoma 
State has allowed teams an average of 455.6 
yards per game and has difficulty stopping 
the run. Quarterback Collin Klein and running 
back John Hubert continue to pick up yards on 
the ground, and should expect to keep their 
combined 183-yard average going in Stillwater. 



ADVANTAGE: K-STATE 




OKLAHOMA STATE PASS OFFENSE VS. 
K-STATE PASS DEFENSE 



It is no secret that the secondary for K-State can 
give up big chunks of yards; just ask Baylor, Texas 
Tech or Oklahoma. On Saturday, the Wildcats will 
once again face a team with the ability to light 
up the skies throwing the ball. The Cowboys are 
powered by a talented quarterback in Brandon 
Weeden, who has an arsenal of receivers at his 
disposal, with four averaging 40 yards or more 
per game. Junior wide receiver Justin Blackmon 
leads the team with a whopping 74 catches and 
a 104-yard receiving average. K-State's secondary 
will have to step up in a major way if the Wildcats 
want to leave Stillwater, Okla., with a win. 

ADVANTAGE: OKLAHOMA STATE 




OKLAHOMA STATE RUSH OFFENSE VS. 
K-STATE RUSH DEFENSE 



While the Cowboys might have issues to sort 
out on defense, Oklahoma State is a juggernaut 
offensively. Led by sophomore running backs 
Joseph Randle and Jeremy Smith, the Cowboys 
average a total of 1 81 .9 yards on the ground 
and have amassed 25 rushing touchdowns on 
the season. For K-State, stopping the run has 
been the most consistent trait of its defense. 
The Wildcats' linebacking corps, led by Arthur 
Brown, have done an excellent job at backing 
up the defensive line, allowing teams just 103 
yards per game running the ball. 

ADVANTAGE: K-STATE 




K-STATE SPECIAL TEAMS VS. 
OKLAHOMA STATE SPECIAL TEAMS 



After returning two kicks for touchdowns 
in two games, Tyler Lockett has earned the 
respect of opposing special teams units. 
However, Cowboys return man Justin Gilbert 
has taken back two kicks of his own and 
averages 28 yards per return. Both coverage 
teams have done well against opponents on 
both punts and kicks. On Saturday, both units 
will be put to the test on special teams, and 
starting field position will play a vital role for 
the Wildcats. 



ADVANTAGE: NONE 





K-STATE PASS OFFENSE VS. 
OKLAHOMA STATE PASS DEFENSE 



INTANGIBLES 



The Wildcats were held to just 58 yards passing 
against Oklahoma last week, and although it 
has never been the strength of the offense, K- 
State should expect more production this week 
against the Cowboys. Oklahoma State's defense 
is led by safety Daytawion Lowe who has put 
up 58 tackles on the season. While the Cowboys 
have allowed opponents 270 yards through the 
air on average, it would be unrealistic to expect 
K-State to put up those kind of numbers. 

ADVANTAGE: OKLAHOMA STATE 




The Wildcats will have to bounce back from a loss 
for the first time this season, and how the team 
responds from adversity has yet to be determined. 
On the other hand, Oklahoma State is playing to 
keep its national title hopes alive. With LSU and 
Alabama set to face off this weekend, a win for the 
Cowboys would likely result in a No. 2 ranking. But 
this game is between two ranked teams as well, 
and Boone Pickens Stadium will be the most hostile 
environment that K-State has seen all season. 

ADVANTAGE: OKLAHOMA STATE 





FINAL SCORE PREDICTION: m 
42-24 OKLAHOMA STATE 
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Weeden breaks mold in football after disappointing baseball career 



Mark Kern 

assistant sports editor 

In a sport that is usually 
determined by guys between 
18 and 23 years old, Bran- 
don Weeden sticks out as 
a 28 -year- old quarterback. 
Weeden's path to a Heisman 
candidacy has been a long one. 

Following his senior year 
in high school, Weeden was 
selected in the 2002 Major 
League baseball draft. The 
New York Yankess used their 
second round pick to take 
the hard throwing pitcher. He 
never played for the Yankees 
as he was traded to the Dodg- 
ers in 2003 for then All-Star 



pitcher Kevin Brown. 

Once again, he was never 
able to play in the big leagues 
and was put in the Rule 5 draft. 
The Rule 5 draft occurs every 
December so teams cannot 
just leave their players in the 
minors when other teams are 
willing to put these guys in the 
majors. 

The Kansas City Royals 
were the team that selected 
Weeden with the hope that 
they could get the potential 
out of Weeden that the Yan- 
kees saw when they drafted 
him in the second round. It 
turned out baseball was just 
not in the cards for him when 
he was forced to quit due to an 



arm injury. 

However, his sports career 
was not over as he was offered 
a scholarship by Mike Gundy 
and Oklahoma State to play 
football. 

After sitting out his fresh- 
man year, Weeden saw action 
in one game in 2008. It was not 
until the next year, though, 
that he started to show that he 
might have a future in football. 

Filling in for then- starting 
quarterback Zac Robinson, 
Weeden led the Cowboys back 
from a halftime deficit against 
the Colorado Buffaloes. The 
game-winning pass was 
thrown to a then-unknown 
Justin Blackmon, a preview 



of what was to come with this 
duo. 

Last year was when he was 
finally named the starting 
the quarterback for the Cow- 
boys. He began to discover his 
true potential, throwing for a 
school record 4,277 yards and 
32 touchdowns as he led the 
Cowboys to a record of 11-2. 
The success of the 2010 season 
put the Cowboys on the map 
as national title contenders en- 
tering the 2011 season. 

With all of the pressure of 
being ranked so high in the 
preseason, the Cowboys have 
responded very well. 

Entering Saturday's match- 
up with the Wildcats, Weeden 



thus far on the season is well 
on pace to break the records 
he set last year. Through eight 
games, Weeden has thrown 
for 2,710 yards and 22 touch- 
downs. However, the most im- 
portant statistic that Weeden 
has this season is eight victo- 
ries and zero losses. 

As the Cowboys keep going 
deeper in the season, the pres- 
sure is going to keep build- 
ing. Head coach Mike Gundy 
has faith in his quarterback 
and understands how special 
Weeden is. 

"He's almost like a coach at 
times. When he made the de- 
cision to come back, he and I 
had a conversation on what we 



wanted to do with the offense," 
said Gundy in an interview 
with Berry Tramel. 

Oklahoma State is a le- 
gitimate title contender. With 
the two top ranked teams in 
action on Saturday, the Cow- 
boys are in position to move 
into the top two in the rank- 
ings, exactly where they want 
to be. 

Without Brandon Weeden, 
this may have never been pos- 
sible. His time in professional 
baseball gave him the oppor- 
tunity to see how you are sup- 
posed to act as a professional, 
and this shows as he never 
seems to get rattled when 
things do not go as planned. 



Pass interference 




Logan M. Jones | Collegian 

Wildcat receiver Chris Harper, junior, draws a pass interference call on Oklahoma linebacker 
Tony Jefferson, during Saturday's game at Bill Snyder Family Stadium. 

DEFENSE | Team to fix mistakes from 
last week before tackling Cowboys 



Continued from page 1 



Stillwater, Okla., to face the 
No. 3-ranked Oklahoma State 
Cowboys. The Cowboys' of- 
fense, ranked third in the FCS 
for total yards, may be a bigger 
handful to stop than the Soon- 
ers. 

Linebacker Jonathan 
Truman said the team must fix 
its problems before thinking 
too much about the Cowboys. 

"We have been looking at 
our own film from last week, 
correcting mistakes and work- 
ing on what our schemes are 
against them," Truman said. 



The Cowboys' quarter- 
back-receiver duo of Brandon 
Weeden and Justin Blackmon 
has been a consistent night- 
mare for defensive coordina- 
tors all season. Weeden has 
thrown for 22 touchdowns and 
is completing 71.3 percent of 
his passes this season. Black- 
mon has tallied up 834 yards 
and 10 touchdowns on 74 re- 
ceptions this season. Snyder 
said the duo poses a large chal- 
lenge for the Wildcats. 

Snyder said the experience 
of Weeden has been key to the 
Cowboys' success. 

"He throws a great ball and 
he has a great confidence, and 



they work extremely well," 
Snyder said of the duo. "Black- 
mon is a guy that just finds 
open areas. It is not a matter 
of what the routes are, it is a 
matter of where you are defen- 
sively and he gets someplace 
else." 

Wichita native Joseph 
Ran die, the Cowboys' leading 
rusher, will add to the Wild- 
cats' challenge to stop the Cow- 
boys' high-powered offense. 

The Wildcats will look to 
bounce back from their first 
loss of the season on Saturday. 
The game is set to kickoff at 7 
p.m. and will be televised on 
ABC. 
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BREAKDOWN | Blackmon, Weeden 
make dangerous combination 



Continued from page 1 

74 catches for 834 yards and 
ten touchdowns. He is pro- 
jected to be one of the top 
picks in the upcoming 2012 
NFL draft. 

"They throw it to him, he 
catches it and runs it to the 
end zone" Snyder said. "That 
is just what he does. Some of 
the best have lined up against 
him and tried to stop him and 
have had no success doing it. 
It is just a matter of, can you 
do it? He does it." 

Overall, the relationship on 
the field between Weeden and 
Blackmon has been the pri- 
mary reason for the Cowboys' 
success in 2011. 

"They work together so 
well that anytime there is an 
inkling that they are having a 
problem, they look and throw 
the ball out there, I think," 



Snyder said. 

As for the Cowboys' de- 
fense, the numbers tell two 
different stories. Currently, 
the Cowboys are the No. 1 
team in the country in turn- 
over margin. However, they 
also rank 111th in total de- 
fense as they give up 455.63 
yards per game. 

Safety Daytawion Lowe 
leads the team with 58 tack- 
les, while defensive end Jamie 
Blatnick leads the Cowboys 
with seven sacks. Defensive 
back Brodrick Brown has four 
interceptions, which is also a 
team best. 

"I think they have grown 
into the capacity to create so 
many turnovers, being the 
No. 1 team in the nation in 
turnover margin," Snyder 
said. "They have the most in- 
terceptions in the nation as 
well. They could be playing 



equally as well and not have 
those turnovers, but one fits 
the other extremely well if you 
can force turnovers. It is like 
watching the A&M ballgame. 
That was a reasonably tight 
ballgame. A&M had three 
consecutive turnovers and 
that was it. That is a big part 
of their game." 

Overall, while the Cow- 
boys' defense does not neces- 
sarily replicate the Sooners' 
defense, both teams are almost 
identical offensively. Both 
teams run a no-huddle style of 
offense, and both teams have 
a deadly quarterback-wide re- 
ceiver connection. If K-State 
can contain Blackmon and 
take advantage of the Cow- 
boys' weak defense, they will 
have an excellent opportunity 
to pull off one of the biggest 
upsets in college football this 
season. 
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Tim Engle Agency, Inc. 

3320 Anderson Ave 
Manhattan, KS 66503-2505 
tengle@amfam.com 
(785) 539-9200 



Jon Harper Agency 

1814 Claflin Rd Ste 220 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
jharper@amfam.com 
(785) 776-1855 



Donna L Cederberg Insurance Agency 

1112 Laramie St 
Manhattan, KS 66502-5312 
dcederbe@amfam.com 
(785) 587-0801 





C Clay Taylor Agency 

201 S Seth Child Rd 
Manhattan, KS 66502-3089 
ctaylor@amfam.com 
(785) 539-6949 



Jim Feeney Agency, Inc. 

1601 PoyntzAve 
Manhattan, KS 66502-4148 
jfeeney@amfam.com 
(785) 776-4518 



AMERICAN FAMILY 



INSURANCE 



All your protection under one roof® 
1-800-MYAMFAM AMFAM.COM 



American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries American Family Insurance Company 
Home Office - Madison, Wf 53783 © 2011 005239 - 7/11 
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GAMEDAYGUIDE 

Games to Watch - SEC showdown pits top two teams in country 





LSU@ 
ALABAMA 



This game is being dubbed the"Game of the Century."The teams are 
ranked No. 1 and No. 2 in the country and you can guarantee the Bryant- 
Denny Stadium will be rocking on Saturday night like it has not in years. 

The Tigers enter the game ranked No. 1. On offense, the Tigers like to run 
the ball to set up the pass. They have two playmakers at receiver in Rueben 
Randle and Russell Shepard who are capable of big plays. With the return of 
leading rusher Spencer Ware, theTigers will look to him to get the Alabama 
defense to crowd the line of scrimmage, opening up the deep pass for the 
two speedsters at receivers. As efficient as the Tiger offense is, they are a 
team that relies on its defense. 

A year after losing Patrick Peterson to the NFL, the Tigers may have found 
an even better cornerback in sophomore Tyrann Mathieu. Mathieu will be 
back in action as he is coming off a one game suspension and will be leaned 
upon to help slow down the Crimson Tide's offense. 

Alabama is very similar to the LSU offense with regard to the fact that 
they want to establish the running game first. The difference though, is that 
they are willing to rely on their running game the entire game if able to. The 
Crimson Tide is led by Heisman candidate running back Trent Richardson, 
who has rushed for 962 yards and an outstanding 1 7 touchdowns. As good 
as Richardson has been, his backup as has been every bit as impressive. On 
the season, Eddie Lacy is averaging eight yards per carry, which is almost 
unheard of. His ability to come in when Richardson needs a breather has 
made both Richardson and the Crimson Tide offense that much better. 

As good as the LSU defense has been this year, the Alabama defense has 
been better. They lead the country in total defense and points allowed per 
game. They are led by linebacker Dont'a Hightower, who is the vocal leader 
of the group. It is not just Hightower though as they have future pros at every 
single position on the field. 

This has all of the makings to be the game of the year, as the winner will 
be the clear favorite for the SEC West title and be in the driver's seat for the 
national title. Expect the home-field advantage and the ability of Trent Rich- 
ardson to break tackles to be the difference in this game and for Alabama to 
escape with a close victory. 





TEXAS A&M @ 
OKLAHOMA 



In a game that has been predicted to be huge since the beginning of the 
season, these two teams enter this week coming off of emotional games. 
Texas A&M comes into this showdown after a tough loss to the Missouri Tigers. 

The Aggies blew a fourth quarter lead and lost in overtime. On offense, 
the Aggies have the players to compete with the Sooners. Ryan Tannehill at 
quarterback has proven he is able to make big plays. The Aggies will rely on 
the running duo of Christine Michael and Cyrus Gray to make big plays and 
keep the Sooners offense off the field. 

The Sooners showed what they are capable of in last week's blowout vic- 
tory over a very good Kansas State team. 

After a dogfight in the first half, the Sooners just blew the doors off the 
Wildcats as Landry Jones threw for 505 yards. Jones has playmakers all over 
the field and showed that when he has time he can be lethal. 

The Sooners, for whatever reason, always seems to lose a game that they 
should not. However, when the Sooners are on their game, there may not 
be a team out there that can beat them. Look for Texas A&M to hang around 
a while because of their offense, but expect the Sooners to pull away for a 
comfortable victory. 




SOUTH 
CAROLINA 
@ ARKANSAS 




Even though this game is not getting as much hype as the other SEC game, 
it has all of the makings to be an instant classic. 

The Gamecocks were able to get through their first game in the post- 
Lattimore era with a victory over the Tennessee Volunteers. Marcus Lattimore 
was an All-American candidate until he tore ligaments in his knee that has 
put him on the sideline for the rest of the season. 

This has forced the team to become more one-dimensional on offense and 
rely more on the arm of quarterback Connor Shaw. Shaw, who took over after 
Stephen Garcia got kicked off the team for numerous violations, has stepped 
in nicely. Shaw is more athletic and able to get out of the pocket and make 
plays with both his feet and his arm. He still has a great player in receiver 
Alshon Jeffery, who is able to beat anybody one-on-one. He also has a great 
defense to lean upon that will help ease the pressure off the offense. 

The Razorbacks have recovered nicely since the loss to Alabama last 
month. They will put a high-powered offense out on the field, led by quarter- 
backTyler Wilson who threw for 51 1 yards in a win against Texas A&M earlier 
in the season. 

The key is going to be for the offense of South Carolina to keep up with the 
Razorback offense. As good as South Carolina's defense is, Arkansas' offense is 
too talented to completely stop. It will be key as Shaw will face his toughest 
test ever as a starting quarterback. 

In the end, the Razorbacks have too much firepower for the Gamecocks, so 
look for the Razorbacks to get a nice win at home and stay in contention for 
an SEC title. 





MISSOURI @ 
BAYLOR 



TheTigers come in off of an impressive road victory over the Texas A&M 
Aggies in overtime last Saturday. In the game, James Franklin made a huge 
throw in overtime to give the Tigers the lead. Then defensive lineman Domi- 
nique Hamilton batted down the pass on fourth down to preserve the victory. 

The Tigers, who had been very close in three road games this year, were 
finally able to get that marquee road victory. 

Franklin is starting to become a very good starting quarterback. He has a 
presence in the pocket where he is not going to be forced out unless he wants 
to. It has been the ability to make plays with his arm and feet that is making 
him tough to stop. Baylor has had trouble this year stopping anybody, so he 
presents a very difficult challenge. 

The Bears are coming off of a 59-24 defeat to the Oklahoma State 
Cowboys, who destroyed them in every facet of the game. After starting the 
season off with such promise, the Bears are in dire need of a victory to save 
their season. Luckily, the Bears have a guy capable of saving their season. 

Quarterback Robert Griffin III, despite the defense's struggles, continues 
to put up incredible numbers. He has plenty of weapons on the outside to 
continue his success and have a big game. 

This game has the makings of a high scoring affair, as has been the case in 
pretty much every Baylor game. With that being said, look for Baylor to save 
their season and for Robert Griffin to have a big game. 





TEXAS TECH 
@ TEXAS 



It is amazing how teams can change from week to week. Only one week 
after an incredible upset over then No. 3 Oklahoma, Texas Tech came out at 
home and got walloped 41-7 by an unranked Iowa State team. 

The Red Raiders came out flat against the Cyclones as the normally 
explosive offensive was nearly non-existent. Seth Doege, who torched the 
Sooners the week before, completed only 50 percent of his passes and 1 71 
yards. He threw two interceptions as the Red Raiders never were able to get 
on track. They must play much better as they travel to Austin to face the 
Texas Longhorns. 

Texas is back to playing smash-mouth football, behind the legs of fresh- 
man running back Malcolm Brown. Brown carried the ball 28 times for 1 19 
yards and two touchdowns in the blowout victory over the Kansas Jayhawks. 
It has been a key for the Longhorns to continue running the ball effectively 
as the two young quarterbacks continue to get adjusted to the college level. 

Texas Tech has adjusted well to adversity, so expect them to play much 
better in Austin. However, the Longhorns have established the running 
game, and that will help keep the Red Raider offense off the field. Expect a 
close game and the Longhorns, behind Brown, to squeak out a close victory. 
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Largest & Best Chinese 
Buffet in Town 

785-539-8299 



2304 Stagg Hill Rd 
Corner of Ft. Riley 
Blvd. & Stagg Hill 



with coupon OR ■ 
student id. 

Exp. 12-9-11 
Dine-in only 
Not eligible with any other discounts 



785-477-8808 



ost major credit & debit cards accepted 




inc. 



Please bring this coupon in to receive 



Buy one get one half 
off accessories 



Offer does not include formals. Not valid with any other coupon, discount or offer. 

Expires November n, 2011 

5th and Poyntz, Manhattan 8th and Mass, Lawrence 
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530 Richards Drive 

(located inside Clarion Hotel) 
(785)539-5311 



$1 .00 off domestic 
bottles 
this Saturday! 




Choose K+STAT for: 

• Colds & Flus 

• Sports Injuries 

• Cuts & Sprains 

• Workplace Injuries 
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Walk-in Medical Treatment 

Open 7 Days a Week! 
Mon-Sat 9:00am-8:00pm Sun 1 0:00a m-6:00pm 



K+STAT 



URGENT CARE 



East of Wal-Mart Supercenter 

930 Hayes Drive 
www.kstaturgentcare.com 
785-565-0016 



Go to the nearest ER for: 

Life-Threatening 
Emergencies 

Possible Heart Attack/ 
Stroke 

Middle-of-the-Night 
Care 

Serious Fractures 




776-7788 

Call or order online 

^ before, during or after the game 

Party order discounts 
______ 1 

2 MEDIUM 2 TOPPING PIZZAS 

FOR $5.99 EACH' 
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(785) 776-7788 

2020 TUTTLE CREEK BLVD. 



2020 TUTTLE CREEK BLVD. ' MMatdominos^ 
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gopowercat.com 




beLoucl, beProud, bePurple 



